Rockey-Raleigh Street Traders’ Position
What we want:
We want to stay where we are, on Rockey-Raleigh Street. It is where business is. It is where we can make a living. We need to be where the people are.

WHAT WE THINK OF THE PROPOSED SOLUTIONS SO FAR:
1) We don’t like the satellite markets that have been proposed so far (Hendon/Fortesque, Grafton/ Minor, Harrow/ Harley, Cavendish / Botha). There is no business there. It is far from our customers. There is no passing foot traffic. Car traffic is dangerous. It is not friendly to pedestrians.
2) Raymond Street does not suit us as a solution. There is too much crime (drug dealers), and there is no passing traffic. It is quiet. There are only a few shops and no customers.

ALL SOLUTIONS proposed so far are pushing us away from business opportunities. They cannot work for us in the present situation. It affects our right to earn a living.

WHAT WE SUGGEST:
1) We are aware that there are many other stakeholders in Yeoville, and we are looking for a solution that will not impact negatively on them. But we believe that we have a positive contribution to make towards a vibrant retail activity on Rockey-Raleigh Street.

2) We are ready to become part of a management plan (short and long term) that works for Rockey-Raleigh and Yeoville. We are looking at a financially viable and sustainable management plan, that won’t need subsidy from the state.

Short term suggestion:
1) 
Immediate moratorium on Metro Police harassment of street traders in Rockey-Raleigh Street.

2) 
Demarcation of sites where existing street traders will be allowed to trade. For that, we will need:

a. A database of all existing traders

b. Identification of non-obstructing trading sites

c. Demarcation of sites (cheap – paint)

d. Payment of fees by street traders

e. Employment of street monitors and cleaners (paid with that fee)

f. Products diversification (that will be easy as soon as street traders are not harassed by the police).

Long term suggestion:
1) 
Full legalisation of street trading in Rockey-Raleigh, in demarcated areas
2) 
Setting up an empowerment entity that will manage street trading in Rockey-Raleigh that will empower street traders. This company will collect the fees from street traders, manage the monitors and cleaners, and look for funding (for instance, advertising on the stalls).

3) 
Provision of non-obstructive, aesthetically pleasing and cheap to produce trading facilities.

4) 
Some street traders might want to trade in markets in the long term, if existing trading facilities are restructured or expanded (for instance using Telkom plot). Street traders however need to be free to choose where they prefer to trade.

This is what we believe can work for an integrated community, and for a vibrant retail area, in Yeoville.

NB: Due to lack of time, this text has been written by a street traders committee and is in the process of being presented to all street traders and approved by at least a majority of them.

The Committee: Lina Malefahlo, Angeline Motsepe, Memory Ndlovu, Nothabo Ndlovu, Faith Nqongwane.

Johannesburg, 21 March 2011.

